NEUTRALS AND EXTREMISTS

a formula into a war-cry, and the extremest statement of 1642 each case became the accepted creed. Most Englishmen refrained from any decision, and, since the issue did not move them, abode in a puzzled neutrality. " They care not what government they live under," as Haselrig complained, u so as they may plough and go to market." There were many who sought only a quiet life, like young Mr Evelyn, fresh from Balliol, who, after amusing himself with constructing a fish-pond and a solitude at Wootton, thought England likely to be an uncomfortable dwelling-place and betook himself abroad. There were some like Salisbury and Pembroke who, thinking only of their parks and chases, swung shamelessly with the tide. Even the serious and patriotic found themselves in confusion. " Both sides promisis so fair," wrote Lady Sussex, " that I cannot see what it is they shoulde fight for." " 1 am in such a great rage with the parliament as nothing will passify me," wrote another country gentlewoman., " for they promised us all should be won if my Lord Strafford's hed were off, and since then there is nothing beter."1 But even on the most perplexed a decision was forced. Richard Baxter in his ripe age might write : "I confess for my part I have not such censorious thoughts of those that were neuter as formerly I had, for he that either thinketh both sides raised an unlawful war, or that could not tell which (if either) was in the right might well be excused if he defended neither ";2 and Andrew Marvell might consider that " the cause was too good to have been fought for," and that men should have trusted God and the king;3 but such detachment was for the ordinary thoughtful man strictly impossible. The trumpets had spoken and he must range liimself.

Some had no doubts. The extremists on both sides were secure and happy. The young men of pleasure naturally followed the king's banner, for on the other side was the detested puritanism. Simple and loyal souls answered to the call of a personal allegiance. For men like Hopton and Capel, Sir Marmaduke Langdale and
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